




Spring Fling 


Students prepare for a month filled with activities such 
as the CSLI Olympics and concert featuring Switchfoot 
and The New Boyz. 

Story on page 4 


A-Kon 


Convention attendees share their experiences at a 
Japanese entertainment-inspired event. 

Story on page 6 






-- 


The official newspaper of Tyler Junior College since 1927 


www.tjcnewspaper.com 


Tyler, Texas 


FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 2010 VOL. 75 NO. 10 


AGAINST 


FOR 


rnoxo 

PRO BAN From Front to Back: Dr. Eijsink, 
Amanda Duke and Jessica Poeschl. 
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ANTI BAN From Front to Back: James John¬ 
son, Andrew Goodwin, Aaron Mass and Clint 
McGuiness. 


Decision regarding on-campus smoking still not reached 


By Ambra Phillips 

News Editor 

Secondhand smoke has been proven to 
be a silent killer. It causes approximately 
3,400 deaths a year from lung cancer and 
22,700 to 69,900 deaths a year from heart 
disease, according to the American Lung 
Association. 

In 2006, the Surgeon General warned 
that there is no safe amount of exposure to 
secondhand smoke. Any amount of expo¬ 
sure can increase the risk for a heart attack or 
cause other serious health problems. Student 
Senate is considering making changes to Ty¬ 
ler Junior Colleges current smoking policy. 
Many students at Tyler Junior College do 
not feel that they should involuntarily be ex¬ 
posed to these health hazards. 

“Please don’t force that on people who 
don’t choose to have anything to do with 
that. You can make your own choice but 


don’t bring other people down with you,” 
said Amanda Duke,TJC student. 

The proposal of TJC becoming a com¬ 
pletely tobacco-free campus, or at least hav¬ 
ing designated smoking areas, came to be 
because several students complained about 
no longer wanting to deal with secondhand 
smoke. This made Student Senate realize 
that the majority of the student body may 
want a change. 

“We are trying as hard as we can to 
make the majority of the people happy and 
to compromise for the people that we don’t 
make happy,” said Austin Witherspoon, Stu¬ 
dent Senate President. 

Smoke has adverse effects on different 
people. For some, smoke causes them to 
have trouble breathing and may cause others 
to have an allergic reaction. Whatever reac¬ 
tion it causes, some people just do not feel 

— see SMOKING/^ 12 — 


By Jamie Regian 

Advertising Director 

Usually inconspicuous within the stu¬ 
dent body, smokers at TJC are gathering to 
stand up for their rights. The much-antici¬ 
pated debate about proposed modifications 
concerning smoking on campus is still un¬ 
decided. It is possible that smoking could be 
banned entirely, only allowed in designated 
areas or left as it is now. 

TJC Student Senate held an open-floor 
discussion during their bi-monthly meeting 
last Tuesday. Before the gavel fell, tension 
within the opposition was high. 

“To take away somebody’s right to 
smoke is like taking away their right to 
breathe,” said Sophomore Josh Brown. “If 
you are going to ban me from something, 
you need to ban everybody from something. 
That doesn’t come down to Student Sen¬ 
ate.” 


In between and after class, most smok¬ 
ers congregate near the picnic tables located 
outside of Jenkins Hall. The restriction in 
place now is a Tyler city ordinance. 

The legislation for the proposed bill is 
currently in the process of being drafted. 
The decision will be made with a majority 
vote of student representatives. 

Even some non-smokers are skeptical 
about the idea of a full-out ban. 

“I’ve been in there [inside a student 
senate meeting] a lot, and I can tell you they 
do not represent the entire student body,” 
said Sara Griffin, an education major who is 
also a non-smoker. 

One major concern has been the loss of 
business or money for TJC if students aren’t 
allowed to smoke. Another non-smoker, 
Andrew Goodwin, worries about losing 
prospective students. 

— see SMOKING page 12 — 


Investigation of drug ring 
on TJC campus continues 


By Jarah Wright 

Online Editor 

The Tyler Police Department and the Ty¬ 
ler Junior College Police Department are still 
investigating drug operations on the TJC cam¬ 
pus after seven people were arrested in connec¬ 
tion to narcotics. 

Andrew Haffert, 21, Austin Wyche, 21, 
Christopher “Trap” McGee, 19, Otis Johnson 
Jr., 22, Brittani Bell, 19/ and David Scott, 21, 
were all arrested March 19. Police arrested 
Christopher “Kingpin” King, 19, at his apart¬ 
ment on Calloway Road on March 22. They 
seized $2,000 worth of pot along with drug 
paraphernalia. 

These arrests concluded a two-month un¬ 
dercover drug operation in conjunction with 
the Tyler Police Department. 

“We sought assistance from the Tyler Po¬ 
lice Department in January after campus safety 
saw suspicious activity,” said Fred Peters, Di¬ 
rector of Marketing and Public Information 
at TJC. “We needed the undercover aspect to 
make these arrests.” 

According to Tyler Police, an undercover 
agent was placed and then purchased illicit nar¬ 
cotics from several of the suspects on campus. 

“The suspects were selling a combina¬ 


tion of marijuana, pills and hydrocodone,” said 
Martin. 

Three of the suspects arrested have previ¬ 
ous records. 

Andrew Haffert was arrested Nov. 14, 
2006, for possession of marijuana and was sen¬ 
tenced to 15 months of probation, 24 hours of 
community service and a $200 fine. He was ar¬ 
rested again June 5,2007, after revoking proba¬ 
tion and was sentenced to 75 days in county 
jail. 

Austin Wyche was first arrested May 28, 
2009, for theft. He was sentenced to a year of 
probation, 100 hours of community service and 
a $100 fine. He was arrested for a second time 
Aug. 6,2009, for theft and was sentenced to 45 
days in the county jail. He was arrested for a 
third time Feb. 18,2010, for revoking probation 
and was sentenced to spend another 180 days 
in jail along with a $100 fine. 

Otis Johnson was arrested Jan. 3,2007, for 
theft and was sentenced to 40 days in county 
jail. 

The seven people arrested in the drug 
operation were arrested on several different 
charges. 

Christopher King, 20, was charged with 
— see DRUG BUST page 12 — 




MUG SHOTS From top left to bottom right: Brittani Kay Bell, Andrew Latron Haffert, 
Otis Johnson Jr. and Christopher Ronald King. 
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Parental Classmates 

Because of the reces¬ 
sion and cost of tuition, 
many students are 
forced to attend the 
same community col¬ 
lege as their parents. 
Enrollment at com¬ 
munity colleges is at 
an all-time record high. 
See the full story at 
tjcnewspaper.com. 
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Gender-neutral housing 

Colleges, such as Pitzer 
College in Los Angeles 
California have allowed 
both men and women 
to reside together in 
the same dorm room. 
Roommates are placed 
on a scale of compati¬ 
bility instead of gender. 
See the full story at 
tjcnewspaper.com. 
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column 

Choosing your words carefully 


Sarah Hall 

Editor In Chief 

Everyday thousands and thousands of words are spoken by each 
of us. Many words we say too often and take for granted. Words like ‘I 
love you.’ Some words, such as ‘thank you/we don’t say enough. 

Then there are the words, which if not said in the right way and 
at the right time, can bring a world of trouble to your life or to those 
whom you love. 

Examples of this type of word could be something such as ‘abuse.’ 
To those who this has not happened to, it is merely a misfortune and 
crime that happens in our corrupt world. But to every woman and man 
who has had to experience any form of abuse, sees the word as dark and 
overwhelming. 

Emotional abuse is when men or women, use their actions and 
words to tear their partner’s emotional stability down so that eventually 
the victim will do and say whatever they want. 

A sign of emotional and verbal abuse is if a significant other or 
loved one continuously belittles and berates you or criticizes and calls 
you names. 

As a society we have begun to believe that actions speak louder 
than words, but not in this case. Emotional or verbal abusers slowly 
beats their victims down with words, first by ensuring a false sense of 
love and security, then by slowly degrading their self-esteem. 


Words that are used to tear 
people down until they are sub¬ 
jective and willing to do things 
they wouldn’t have done be¬ 
fore should be punished just as 
harshly as bruises and force. 

Of course there are words 
and actions that are not nearly as 
harsh as ‘abuse,’ but are still just 
as hurtful in meaning, especially 
if wrongly accused. This would 
include cheating or accusing 
someone of having an affair. 

Hundreds of teenagers, 
young adults and married cou¬ 
ples cheat on their spouses every 
week. It is not illegal, but it is 
considered socially unacceptable. To be wrongly accused of cheating is 
almost worse than actually doing it because the accused has had their 
reputation scarred and sometimes can never repair it. 

Words are permanent, once said they cannot be taken back. You 
can apologize and revoke them, but the pain sometimes never goes 
away. Be careful what you say to anyone and everyone because one day 
your words might come back to haunt you. 



VIEW 

The Apache Pow Wow invites students, em¬ 
ployees, parents and alumni to submit letters to 
the editor at tjcnews@tjc.edu. 
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VIEWpoint 

The Apache Pow Wow welcomes readers to 
voice their opinions on articles at tjcnewspa- 
per.com or by sending a letter to the editor at 
tjcnews@tjc.edu. Full articles and comments 
can be found at tjcnewspaper.com. 

Posted March 6,2010 

Response to Student Musicians search... 

“It’s extremely sad that people who will 
devote their entire fives to learning the intri¬ 
cacies of music theory and their respective 
instruments will be financially overshadowed 
by the mediocrity instilled within groups like 
Numerals...but hey, if you can get paid the big 
bucks for playing G, D, Em, C, without ever 
singing into a tuner, why not?” 


Posted March 6,2010 
Response to Financial aid scams... 

“There are a multitude of “FAFSA Ser¬ 
vices” with deceptive names like http://fafsa. 
com. Basically they make you fill out the same 
FAFSA information, but then charge you like 
$50 for processing. Then they copy and paste 
the information to the real FAFSA forms for 

n 

you. 


Posted March 11,2010 
Response to The auto-tune era 

“I completly agree with the above article. 
It’s true and sad that real musicians are being 
ignored over the fake auto tuned singers. I’d 
hate to see music lower down to the level of 
no talent or feeling at all. I can only hope that 
we won’t see the day when making music will 
be as effortless as moving a finger.” 


Posted March 13,2010 
Response to The auto-tune era 

“This is the best opinion piece I’ve seen 
from the TJC Newspaper. The term “musi¬ 
cian” has been completely diluted. 

But who’s to blame? Is it the singer who 
uses auto-tune, or the audience that tolerates 
it and even supports it by buying a song?” 


Posted March 19,2010 
Response to Ghost tracker 

“I grew up in North Jacksonville and 
went to the monument to search for arrow¬ 
heads. My mother’s high school graduating 
class had their picnic there. I did not know 
I had a blood connection to the land until I 
found some genealogy research done by an 
aunt for my mother’s entry into Daughters 
of Republic of Texas. Barakias Williams was 
killed but Elbert managed to escape. Owen 
Cowen Williams, an older brother, also es¬ 
caped.” 


Students to face debt during and after college 


To be or not to be in debt? 

That seems to be the question when it comes to receiving 
an education. In some cases, students are fortunate enough to 
not have to worry about how they are going to receive money 
to attend a college or university after finishing high school. For 
the other half of the population who doesn’t have a way to pay 
for school, there’s always financial aid. 

Financial aid is distributed differently depending on the 
state of residence. At TJC it is distributed depending on avail¬ 
ability. 

TJC participates in both state and federal programs. They 
also take part in work-study programs to aid students with the 
cost of school. But increasingly students are asking, what do 
you do when financial aid isn’t enough to cover the high cost 
of receiving an education? 

Student have the opportunity to get loans when finan¬ 
cial aid is not sufficient, but across the country students from 
all walks of fife are hundreds of thousands of dollars in debt 
because they are trying to better their fives by educating them¬ 
selves. 

At TJC, the direct cost for an in-district student without 
books based on a 15-credit hour schedule is $6,222 per year. 
An out-of-district student pays $7,422 per year leaving a gap 
of $2,072 for out-of-district. Many students must use loans 
to take up the slack because financial aid only covers $5,350 
per year. 

Students are up to their necks in debt because they choose 
to use private lending institutions instead of finding alterna¬ 
tive ways of paying for school, but what choice do they have? 


According to the United States Government Account¬ 
ability Office, over the past few decades, the cost of tuition, 
room and board for undergraduate students has increased. 
Making it more difficult for some students and families to af¬ 
ford the cost of college. 

In 2007-08, private loan volume, including private sector 
and state-sponsored loans, totaled $19 billion, up from $3 bil¬ 
lion in 1997-98, according to the 2008 College Board report 
on student aid. 

Despite their higher cost, about 26 percent of students 
obtained private education loans in 2007-08,14 percent of un¬ 
dergraduate students obtained private education loans and the 
average private loan amount was $6,533. 

A study done by the Department of Education National 
Postsecondary Student Aid Study discovered that nearly one- 
third of the students at the highest cost institutions ($25,000 
or more per year) took out private loans. Also, a slightly higher 
percentage of dependent undergraduate students borrowed 
private education loans 15 percent compared to independent 
students at 13 percent. Also female students borrowed private 
education loans at about 15 percent and 13 percent for males. 

While there were differences in undergraduate students 
borrowing private education loans by race/ethnicity, Black stu¬ 
dents were the highest percentage of borrowers. 

No matter the high cost of education students around the 
country will continue to carry the burden of being in debt. If a 
person chooses not to educate themselves, they will not be able 
to get the job or career that they would like. If you can’t get the 
job you like, then you can’t live the lifestyle you envision. 


Now you are automatically putting yourself in a lifetime 
of debt because basic necessities become a burden when living 
from check to check. What seems expensive to one is really af¬ 
fordable to the next. Make the choice now, do you want to be 
in debt for a few years or do you want to spend a fife where you 
can’t afford to maintain your financial responsibilities. 


IN DEBT TO COLLEGE 


Direct Cost 

In-District costs without books and 
15 credit hours equals $6,222 per 
year. 

Out-of-district students pay $7,422 
per year. 

Financial Aid and Loans 

Financial aid only covers $5,350 per 
year. 

Average loan for undergraduate stu¬ 
dents is around $6,533. 
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SPEAK 

Contact The Apache Pow Wow News Edi¬ 
tor Ambra Phillips with questions, comments 
or concerns at aphilli7@email.qc.edu 
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Abortion protestors present their views 


Jessica F. Sharp 

Staff Writer 

Pro-Choice, Pro-Life has become a dividing 
line. No matter the side, everyone has an opinion 
along with some facts to back it up. 

Early Saturday, Feb. 20, pro-life activist Rich¬ 
ard Hurzeler and Deborah Streckfiis gathered with 
many other supporters at 3400 S. Broadway Ave. 
to pray Planned Parenthood out of business. With 
signs in hand, the protesters stood strong in their 
convictions as the day wore on. 

We believe that life begins at conception: when 
the fertilized egg takes place and that the process by 
which this occurs is sacred life developing and hu¬ 
man beings must respect that,” said Hurzeler. 

Extreme views on this a topic can spark a 
heated debate, so it’s understandable that passersby 
would respond to an anti-abortion protest with ex¬ 
treme measures. 

“We have gotten people that give the finger 
and shout at us. One man revved his truck up so 
the fumes when he passed by would engulf our 
signs and us,” said Hurzeler. “Our supporters can 
be heard giving a rat-a-tat-tat on their car horns or 
sometimes a thumbs up in approval.” 

Hurzeler and Streckfiis’group is well known in 
the Tyler area. Not a part of any particular religious 
group or local church, they consider themselves In¬ 
terfaith. A combined group made up of people with 
different faiths out to serve a greater good. 

“We are trying to change peoples hearts and 
minds by allowing them to think what’s going on 
inside their bodies,” said Hurzeler. 

Deborah Crawford, who organizes the 
monthly gatherings, spoke on some of the long¬ 
term health effects that women experience after 
having an abortion. 

“Post Abortion Stress Syndrome - there’s a 
whole constellation of effects and women who have 
had them who have not recovered from them. They 
have a whole host of physical and psychological 
difficulties. Many women have to deal with infer¬ 
tility due to the procedure used,” she said. 

Silent No More Awareness is a group who en¬ 
courages women to speak out about the abortions 
that have hurt them. 

“Worst side-effects have to be psychological 
because these are hidden,” said Streckfiis. 

Half of the equation has been left out though; 
the father or sperm donor. In many cases, the child’s* 
father pressures the woman into an abortion. In 
addition, many women may consider abortion the 
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PRO-LIFE Protesters stand outside of Planned Parenthood on South Broadway Avenue and hold 
signs with their beliefs about abortion. 


only option after rape. 

“The majority of abortions are to women who 
are married and have children, and after the abor¬ 
tion women find it hard having relationships and to 
trust men again,” said Streckfiis. 

Statistics, facts and polls fuel the pro-life argu¬ 
ment. Through hours of studies and many confer¬ 
ences both sides can accurately debate their views. 

“It has been shown that if you were born after 
1973 you are a survivor of abortion,” said Streck- 
fus. “A woman whose first pregnancy is ended with 
abortion has a 110 percent of developing venereal 
and breast cancer, and if she’s a teenager the per¬ 
centage goes to 150 percent,” said Streckfiis. 

Some pro-life activists believe in abstaining 
unless a woman is looking to conceive. This would 
even apply to those who are happily married. 

“Abstaining would be the safest thing to do. 
People have used it for thousands of years. It has 
no physiological or emotional effect on the couple,” 
said Streckfiis. 


Virginity and purity has become trendier over 
the last few years. With Disney pumping out pow¬ 
erhouse pop groups who proudly support being a 
virgin and wear purity symbols, today’s teens are 
growing up with the background to wait for sex. 
Twenty-year-old Tyler Junior College student Leah 
Crawford, whose adopted mother is Deborah St¬ 
reckfiis, has also chosen to wait along With choosing 
the pro-life platform. Her strong pro-life support 
comes from her being given up for adoption. 

“I was adopted as an infant. My birth mom 
wasn’t married and my birth dad left her when he 
found out she was pregnant,” said Crawford. 

At 20 years of age she has chosen to abstain 
based on her strong convictions and pro-fife be¬ 
liefs. 

“The point of marriage is to have a family. 
That’s the way God designed it. That’s the insti¬ 
tution of the family and that’s what holds society 
together is a strong family unit and if the family is 
strong ,society is strong,” said Crawford. 


Deadline to apply for spring graduation here 


Amanda Caldwell 

Photo Editor 

Graduating from college is a big 
step in fife and can lead toward a great 
career. 

“I hope students achieve respon¬ 
sibility, and time management, while 
still learning and building good mem¬ 
ories,” said Loretta Allen, Biology lab 
specialist atTJC. 

According to Academic Advising 
Director Jan Adams, most TJC stu¬ 
dents graduate in May rather than in 
the summer or winter. 

Deadline to apply for spring 
graduation is April 1. 

In order to graduate, students 
must see an advisor who knows the re¬ 
quirements for their major. Then stu¬ 
dents will fill out the required gradu¬ 
ation application. From there, the 


SPRING GRADS 


Deadline to apply 

April 1 

Source: TJC Academic Advising 


student must turn in the application to 
the Registrar’s office. Advisers check 
requirements and make sure that stu¬ 
dent meets all the requirements for 
graduation. 

Students will receive all caps and 
gowns, along with other information 
at graduation rehearsal on April 20. 
Luckily for TJC students, there is no 
direct fee for graduation because it’s all 
included in the* student’s paid tuition. 

Spring graduation will be held on 
May 7 at Green Acres Baptist Church 
due to the construction in Wagstaff 
Gymnasium. Students will not have 


to limit the number of guests who are 
able to attend. 

“I get so happy to see my students 
walk across the stage and graduate. I’m 
so proud of them,” said Allen. 

For students who are graduating, 
Allen suggested keeping all options 
open because the job market is tough. 
Be patient, but also do what you love, 
she added. 

“I have never changed my major 
because I know what I want to do, and 
Criminal Justice is it,” said Jeremy “J.J” 
Guillory, a sophomore at TJC and up¬ 
coming graduating participant. 

This is Guillory’s third year at 
TJC because of simple mistakes made 
during freshman year, such as mistakes 
with degree plan, and having to play 
catch up in order to get back on track. 
The toughest obstacle to overcome was 
taking 16 hours and being a residence 


hall director at the same time, said 
Guillory. 

After graduating from TJC, Guil¬ 
lory plans to stay in state since it’s less 
expensive, and close to home. 

Guillory plans to attend the Uni¬ 
versity of North Texas, pledging for 
Alpha Phi Alpha, and walking on for 
track; all while majoring in Criminal 
Justice with a minor in Public Affairs. 

For students who have questions 
about specific majors, advising offices 
are open from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Walk-ins are also wel¬ 
come during regular office hours and 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. on Fridays. 

Students in University Studies 
can find advisors on the second floor 
of Rogers Student Center. 

Applied Studies advisors are in 
Pirtle Tech 202, and Allied Health and 
Nursing advisers are in Genecov 222. 


Non-traditional students common atTJC 

Ambra Phillips 

News Editor 


College campuses are thought 
of as being full of young adults fresh 
out of highschool, but approximately 
28 percent of students at Tyler Junior 
College are age 25 or older. 

“Most of my classmates are older,” 
said Dee Thompson, TJC student. 

Thompson is a 52- year- old moth¬ 
er of four, and this is her first semester 
atTJC. She is taking night classes. 

Non-traditional students have 
variable reasons for coming to college 
at an older age. 

Some are at TJC to earn a degree 
for the first time, while others have 
come to obtain new job skills and some 
have plans of finishing a degree that 
was started years earlier. 

“I am here to complete my educa¬ 
tion I started as a teen and never fin¬ 
ished,” said Thompson. 

Non-traditional students are not 
intimidated by being in class with 
students who are sometimes young 
enough to be their grandchildren. 

“I’m not bothered by being in class 
with younger students. I fit right in, 


considering I look young for my age,” 
said Thompson. 

Being older and attending college 
does have other challenges, such as us¬ 
ing computers daily, and learning to 
navigate around things online such as 
Apache Access. 

“Computers are intimidating 
sometimes. They have technology now, 
they didn’t have way back when,” said 
Thompson. 

Instructors may have to take extra 
time and help these students feel more 
comfortable when having to deal with 
computers. Most math courses have a 
required “MyMathLab” where students 
do their homework and this can only 
be done on-line. 

“Some of my older students 
haven’t used a computer at all and 
struggle. After I take them to the lab 
and walk them through it, some have 
a better understanding,” said Pam Tin- 
del, a math instructor atTJC . 

Tindel said most of her classes are 
more than half full with non-tradition¬ 
al students and she really enjoys teach¬ 
ing them. 

“Most are more focused and know 
why they’re here,” said Tindel. “They’re 


so hungry for that knowledge.” 

Tindel was a non-traditional 
student herself when she returned to 
school in the late 90’s. 

“I have shared their fears, and I 
know how they feel,” said Tindel. 

For some non-traditional students, 
struggling to find a well paying job was 
their motivation to return to school. 

“I need to be able to provide for 
my family. I came to college when I 
graduated high school in ‘92, but only 
for a semester,” said second semester 
returning student T’monika Walton. 
“After being in the workforce for al¬ 
most 20 years, I realized college was the 
only way for me to make some decent 
money.” 

Walton is a 38- year- old single 
Another of two, and is now working full 
time and attending college at night. 

Non-traditional students often 
are driven by things, other than not 
wanting to disappoint their parents, 
and therefore are better students. Ac¬ 
cording to Allard, older students have a 
higher cumulative GPA than younger 
students. 

“My non-traditional students 
show up for class, do their homework, 


ask questions and they stay awake,” 
said Tindel. 

Being older and going to college 
can have more challenges than faced by 
traditional students. 

“Balancing my family while at¬ 
tending school and working full time 
is my biggest challenge. Well, that and 
computers,” said Thompson. 

Some non-traditional students 
don’t have a lot of confidence when 
they first come or return to college. But 
after they realize they can get in the 
groove, they are successful students. 

“I like watching their confidence 
grow. It’s so rewarding for me as a 
teacher,” said Tindel. “I see them work¬ 
ing so hard at something they don’t un¬ 
derstand, and all of a sudden that little 
fight comes on. That’s the reason I do 
what I do.” 

Even though sometime being a 
non-traditional student isn’t the easi¬ 
est thing to do, most are determined to 
finish what they started and won’t quit 
until graduation. 

“I get it now. Doesn’t matter how 
long it takes, as long as God allows 
me to breathe, I won’t quit again,” said 
Walton. “I am getting my degree.” 


News 
In Brief 


CAMPUS 


FORENSIC 
TEAM ON 
A ROLL 

TJC’s forensic team 
qualified for nationals and will 
travel to Wisconsin for com¬ 
petition April 1-4. 

This year, the TJC team 
doubled in the number of 
events it will compete in. The 
forensic team also won region- 
als over Spring Break. In the 
Overall Sweepstakes TJC won 
first place, and placed second 
for both Individual Event 
Sweepstakes and Debate 
Sweepstakes. 

TJC ART 

DEPARTMENT 

RECOGNIZED 

Art students participated 
in an art symposium and stu¬ 
dio tour at UT Tyler and sev¬ 
eral students were awarded 
and recognized. 

Outstanding recognition 
and scholarship awards were 
received by Megan , Bryant, 
MK Northum, Chris Rock¬ 
well and Kendal Lowe. 

PHI THETA 
KAPPA 

Many students did not 
receive their invitations to join 
Phi Theta Kappa. 

Invitations were sent via 
TJC student e-mail, but due to 
problems with Apache Access 
and student e-mail many stu¬ 
dents did not receive the invite. 
Students who might qualify 
should continue to check their 
TJC student e-mail. 

The induction ceremony 
will be 7 p.m. on March 29. 


NATIONAL 


COLLEGE TO 
PAY BACK 
STUDENTS 

The University of Cali¬ 
fornia must refund about $38 
million to professional degree 
students who were illegally 
charged fee increases after 
they started school in 2003, a 
Superior Court judge in San 
Francisco ruled Friday. 

UC is likely to appeal the 
decision, officials said. 

In the ruling, Superior 
Court Judge John E. Munter 
said that several thousand 
UC students in law, medicine, 
nursing and other programs, in 
effect, were promised that their 
professional school fees would 
not rise during their enroll¬ 
ments and that the university 
violated that pledge. 

About 2,900 students, 
most of whom started in 2003 
and are now presumably fin¬ 
ished, are entitled to refunds 
and interest ranging from sev¬ 
eral hundred dollars to more 
than $10,000 apiece, depend¬ 
ing on their fees, financial aid 
and time in school, according 
to Danielle Leonard, an attor¬ 
ney who represented them. 

UC catalogues and Web 
sites had stated that the pro¬ 
fessional school portion of fees 
would not rise for continuing 
students and that constituted a 
contract, said Leonard, of the 
Altshuler Berzon law fir 

In 2007, UC lost a simi¬ 
lar case when an appellate 
court ordered it to repay about 
$40 million to 9,100 students 
who started in its profes¬ 
sional schools around 2002. 
UC has paid those refunds. 

Courtesy of MCT Campus 
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Campus housing 
deadlines approach 
quickly for students 

By Jamisha Daniels 

Staff writer 

“See Ya Later!” is what Residential Director Angela Nunez 
says to students who failed to pay for their dorm rooms. The 
payment due date for the dorms is approaching faster than stu¬ 
dents realize, and money must be paid in order to be guaranteed 
a dorm. 

“If a student is returning and has not paid by June 1, they 
will be dropped,” said Nunez. 

TJC has nine residential halls with 534 rooms available. 

The dorms are first-come, first-served so if a student de¬ 
cides she wants to live in the dorms, she must apply fairly early, 
especially for the fall semester. The dorms for the fall are usually 
full by the middle of July. Payments for the fall semester are due 
June l.The $100 that is due is not a deposit; it is an application 
fee that is non-refimdable. A new student’s Master Promissory 
Note must be signed by the last week of July for their dorm to 
be considered paid. 

On the housing application, students are allowed to desig¬ 
nate their top dorm choices, but the students who pay first get 
first choice. There are three residential halls reserved for athletes 
only. 

Students are also allowed to live in the dorms during the 
maymester and summer semesters. Both Vaugh and Holley Hall 
are open during these two semesters. Only current students are ' 
able to live on campus during the maymester, but during the 
summer semesters new students can live on campus as well. The 
price to live on campus during those semesters is $400 per se¬ 
mester without a meal plan and the payment is due May 3. 

During the regular fall and spring semesters, the price to 
live in the Ornelas Residential Complex is $757 per month with 
the meal plan included. The cost for the older dorms is $575 a 
month with a meal plan. 

“Although I did live in the dorms, I had to be on the wait¬ 
ing list before because the dorms were full,” said Jasmine Tatum, 
former resident of Vaugh Hall. 

The waiting list for the dorms also gets long for the fall se¬ 
mester, but as students get dropped from the dorms the next 
person on the list will be called and notified. The waiting list is 
also based on first-come, first-served. The students who are next 
on the list and ready to pay are the ones who get a dorm. 

“Sometimes a dorm can open up in the middle of the se¬ 
mester and students can be placed,” said Nunez. “During the 


— see HOUSING/^ 5 — 
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TJC DORMS Above: Ornelas residential hall is the new¬ 
est addition to dorm living at TJC. Below: West Hall, is the 
housing for male students living on campus. 



TJC readies for annual Spring Fling 


Audrinee’ Anderson 

Student Life Editor 

It is almost time for the annual Spring Fling, and many 
students are waiting in anticipation for whats in store. 

“For students this is the last horrah for them before they 
leave for the summer,” said Vincent Nguygen, director of Stu¬ 
dent Life and Involvement. 

This is one of the times where Tyler Junior College’s 
AAC (Apache Activities Council) puts together activities to 
entertain students and bring fun to the student life, such as a 
concert and events like the Olympics. 

“This year, we are making the annual Spring Fling a 
month long just to give the students something to do before 
finals,” said Justin Huery, president of AAC. 

The annual Spring Fling started as early as 1995 and has 
become a tradition for TJC to help lessen the end-of-the-year 
stress on students. 

“This is an opportunity to make students get involved,” 
said student Taylar Belt. 

On April 1, the AAC will start off the Spring Fling with 
a concert featuring Christian-rock band Switchfoot whose 
songs include, “Meant to Live” and “Dare You to Move” and 
hip-hop/rap duo The New Boyz whose songs include “Tie 
Me Down” and “You’re a Jerk.” 

Doors will open at 7 p.m. with performances starting at 
7:30 p.m. in the Wise Auditorium with no cost to TJC stu¬ 
dents with a valid student ID. 

The performers were chosen by students on campus 
through surveys and asking students at school events, such as 
at basketball games. 

“We wanted to make the experience as diverse as 
— seeP\ANG page 5 — 

Courtesy Photos 

ANNUAL SPRING FLING Performers such as Switch 
foot and the New Boyz, that will be at the concert held 
on April 1. Bottom: Switchfoot. Upper right: New Boyz 





Students donate potty paper for the needy 


Justin Todd 

Staff Writer 

Tyler Junior College and other local businesses are in a 
race to see who can collect the most potty paper (toilet paper) 
through the month of March. 

RA.T.H. (People Attempting to Help) and AAA Sanita¬ 
tion have teamed to up sponsor this event. AAA Sanitation has 
donated Port-O-Potties that have been recycled and cleaned 
for the purpose of collecting the donations. These Port-O-Pot- 
ties were then placed at several locations in Tyler. These loca¬ 
tions are TJC, Broadway Square Mall, the square in downtown 
Tyler, Tyler Recycling Center and all Smith County Brook¬ 
shire’s and Super 1 Foods stores. Each of these businesses has 
decorated the Port-O-Potties and will be judged at the end of 
the competition. The winner will receive a unique trophy. 

In 2009, 7,000 rolls of potty paper were collected from 
participating businesses. P.A.T.H. was able to give out potty 
paper for four months, because of these donations. As of March 
15, half way through the drive, P.A.T.H. had already received 
over 11,000 rolls of potty paper. At this rate, donations will 
more than triple the donations from last year and P.A.T.H. 
should be able to give out potty paper for an entire year.* 

“This is a fun way for volunteers to get involved and to 
help out low-income families in East Texas'. We see more than 
100 families a week that are seeking our help. Right now we 
are running very low on potty paper,” said Mitzie Avera, the 
administrative director of P. A.T.H. 

TJC’s Port-O-Potty is located in front of the Rogers Stu¬ 
dent Center. This collection bin was hand-painted and deco¬ 
rated by the Student Senate of TJC. Any donations are appre¬ 
ciated. In order to win this competition, TJC will need several 
thousand rolls of potty paper. 

“We are partnering with P.A.T.H. for the whole month 
of March to show our support for the community. We plan to 
raise more toilet paper than any other business out there.” Said, 
Austin Witherspoon, the president of the Student Senate. 

Several large companies, like Brookshire’s, have donated 
generous amounts of toilet paper to begin this project. Toilet 
paper is one of the few necessity items that cannot be pur¬ 
chased with food stamps. This -is why it is so crucial that the 
community contributes to this cause. 

“It’s so easy to take the things we use in everyday life for 
granted. Such small things, like toilet paper, make a huge dif¬ 
ference. I couldn’t imagine living without a necessity like this,” 
said TJC student Haden Riggs. 


Photo by Justin Todd 

POTTY PICKUP A decorated Port-O-Potties sits in front 
of Rogers Student Center to encourage students to do¬ 
nate toilet paper to RA.T.H. 


For more information about the Port-O-potty Pick-Up, 
contact the Center for Student Life and Involvement office at 
(903) 510-2797 or visit the P.A.T.H. Web site at www.tyler- 
path.org. 
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Campus tours help prospective students make decisions 


By April Miller 

Staff Writer 

When deciding whether to attend a cer¬ 
tain college, a prospective student will consider 
advantages and disadvantages, expenses and 
general information about the college. Touring 
the campus can also be an important factor in 
making the decision. 

“People call in if they would like to tour 
the. campus. We take down the day they would 
like to visit, the potential student’s name and 
number, and how many people will be at¬ 
tending the tour,” staff technician Rashanda 
Lathorom said. 

TJC offers campus tours 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. ' 

On the day of the tour, the visitor first 
comes to the White Administration Building. 

“The visitor gets to talk with an admissions 
recruiter. The tour is usually an hour long, and 
its optional whether or not the visitor would 
like to visit the residential halls,” Admissions 
student assistant Katy Tarrant said. “A student 
assistant gives the tour if the number of visitors 
is under 10. If the number is above 10, then an 
admissions recruiter will give the tour.” 

Prospective students Armando Arroyo 
and Randy Woods, both 18 and Business ma¬ 
jors, along with Woods’ mother and aunt, all 
were in which from Corsicana and recently 


toured TJC. 

Arroyo and Woods waited patiently in the 
White Administration Building, both looking 
around at an unfamiliar place for the first time. 
Before the tour began, the student assistant 
greeted the group, introduced herself and ex¬ 
plained to the group where they were standing 
at that very moment. 

The group passed by several buildings, 
including the library, Rogers Student Center 
and dormitories. For every building that the 
group passed by, the student assistant kindly 
explained the purpose of the building and its 
name. 

Each time something regarding the cam¬ 
pus was explained, the group was asked if any¬ 
one had questions. 

Throughout the whole tour, chattering 
and laughing students were constantly seen 
interacting with one another, giving Arroyo 
and Woods a genuine view of TJC. 

“It seemed like a pretty cool campus. The 
people seemed so active,” Arroyo said. “Now 
that I got a chance to see it, I really got inter¬ 
ested. I will be coming back for soccer tryouts, 
and I have told a lot of my friends about what 
I saw, and I will definitely be bringing them 
back with me;” 

For those who are not able to attend a 
campus tour, a virtual tour is available on the 
TJC Web site. The virtual tours consist of 



Photo by April Miller 

CAMPUS TOURS Student assistant is shown giving a campus tour to prospective stu¬ 
dents and parent outside of Vaughn Conservatory. 


buildings, sports areas, and a view of the Or¬ 
nelas Residential Complex, the newest dormi¬ 
tory added to the campus, along with captions 


explaining each area shown. 

For more information about campus tours, 
contact TJC Admissions at (903) 510-2398. 


FLING 


continued from page 4 


possible to make all students feel comfortable,” said Huery. 

Also, several other activities will take place throughout the 
month including, dances and an outdoor concert in front of the 
RSC on March 30 with Christian-rock band Ember. 

“Although there is no set schedule, we will have events all 
during the month of April,” said Nguygen. 

On April 17, the AAC will also hold a TJC Olympics 
starting around 1 p.m. and ending around 5 p.m. 

The Olympics is a four- to five-hour event hosted on Sat¬ 
urday, which includes a 100-yard dash, sack races, dating semi¬ 
nars and food. 

Students can sign up for this event at the Student Life Of¬ 
fice starting the first week in April or the day of the Olympics. 

“This is the last event of the Spring Fling and we are going 
to be giving away... prizes,”said Nguygen. 

This includes a Playstation 3 for one lucky student. 

Although some may wonder how students find out about 
such activities,, the AAC has many ways to reach out to stu¬ 
dents. 

“TJC sends out texts through Apache Access, posters, fly¬ 
ers and word of mouth,” said Huery. 

This outreach to students seems to have made a differ¬ 
ence, because the previous Spring Fling seemed to have good 


attendance. 

“The past annual Spring Fling-has had great turnouts, free 
food and music for TJC students,” said Nguygen. 

In addition, last semester TJC offered crawfish and bar- 
beque for the students and eVen opened the activities up to the 
public. 

“The Spring Fling is exciting and it feels good to know 
that students have something to do on campus,” said Belt. 


SPRING FLING 2010 


March 30 

Outdoor concert with Ember in concert, where barbe¬ 
cue and games will be offered. 

April 1 

Switchfoot and New Boyz concert in Wise Auditorium 
starting at 7:30 p.m. 

April 17 

TJC Olympics is hosted from around 1 p.m.-5 p.m. with 
food, games, and prizes. 


HOUSING 

_ continued from page 4 _ 

spring semester there are 
usually more openings.” 

Dorms become avail¬ 
able throughout the semes¬ 
ter for various reasons, so if 
a student is on the waiting 
list they may get a dorm if 
one becomes available. 

“I applied for a dorm 
and never got in. So for the 
first two weeks of school, I 
had to live in a hotel until 
I got an apartment,” said 
Ardreka Gray, former Tyler 
Junior College student. 

For students who can’t 
get in the dorms, there are 
always other options avail¬ 
able such as apartments. 
There are various student 
housing options in Tyler 
such as, The Cambridge, The 
Reserve and Varsity Place. 


“If a student is return¬ 
ing and hasn’t paid 
by June! they will be 
dropped." 


-Angela Nunez 
Residential Director 


For information about liv¬ 
ing on campus, contact the 
Residential Life and Hous¬ 
ing office (903) 510-2345. 

To contact The Cam¬ 
bridge call (903) 566-9200, 
The Reserve call (903) 565- 
4700 and Varsity Place call 
(903) 566-9506. 


Questions/ Comments/ Concerns/ 

Post a comment on tjcnewspaper.com. 
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Fans of anime, cosplay and games 



By Chantel Martin 

Managing Editor 


Anime. Mangas. Cosplay. Video Games. 

These are the things that are featured at A-Kon; a con¬ 
vention based on Japanese entertainment. 

“A-Kon consists of shows, booths, concerts and gal¬ 
leries,” Public Relations and Marketing Director Monica 
Dino said. “There are art contests, cosplay contests, video 
game contests and media contests.” 

Dino said this will be the conventions 21st showing. 
A-Kon 21 will be June, 4-6 at the Sheraton Hotel in Dal¬ 
las. 

“Cosplay is one of the main features of the con,” Dino 
said. “People dress up as their favorite anime (or animated) 
character, video game character or any random thing that 
they can come up with. We see a lot of Final Fantasy, Mario, 
Naruto and once we even had someone dress up as the King 
from Burger King.” 

Dino said that many of the con-goers make their own cos¬ 
tumes. However, they can also purchase,them online or at anime- 
themed stores. 

“The ones that make their own costumes really put a 
lot of work and effort into them,” she said. “Especially those 
who decide to go as characters that have a lot of detail.” 

Con-goer Shala Walton said she made her own cos¬ 
tume. 

“I wanted to go as something that no one else would 
be,” she said. “So I created my own character and costume. 
A lot of people may go as the characters from Final-Fantasy 
(the video game) or Naruto (an anime series). When that 
happens it becomes a contest of who wore it better.” 

Walton said it cost her $100 to make her costume. 

“I got my wig online and it cost me about $20,” she 


said. “My shoes came from Hot Topic and my outfit was 
made by me and my grandma. I glued jewels and stones all 
over it and it turned out to be a hit. I really love it. It’s too bad that 
there are not a lot of places to wear it in the real world.’” 

Dino said there are contests for people who want to 
enter their work. Cash prizes can be won for the costumes 
with the best creativity and craftsmanship. 

“We'have a hallway show and things like that,” she said. 
“The people will line up and be judged. However, the rules 
are that everything on them has to be made by them.” 

Along with cosplay, there are video games contests as 
well. 

“Our gamers, are a good portion of the target audience,” 
she said. “We give them their own section where they can 
compete and win prizes as well. It is very popular and grew 
since the previous years. The gaming section will be ex¬ 
panded to both the Sheraton and the Westin Hotels.” 

For people who are more music fans, Dino said there 
are JPop artists that will appear in concert. 

“JPop is basically Japanese Pop music,” she said. “Art¬ 
ists from Japan come and perform. We sell their T-shirts 
and CDs for those who have a hard time purchasing their 
music here.” 

Dino said the Dealer’s Room is also a popular attrac¬ 
tion. 

“The Dealer’s Room can get pretty crazy,” she said. “It’s 
basically a large room in the hotel that only sells merchan¬ 
dise. This can range from plush toys of your favorite char¬ 
acters, DVDs, mangas (Japanese comic books), backpacks, 
artwork, clothes or Japanese items. It gets really crazy that 
we only allow a certain number of people in at a time.” 

Dino said that A-Kon is an educational experience just 
as much as it is an entertainment experience. 

“For people who are aspiring artists, writers, musicians, 
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animators or voice actors this is a good opportunity to meet 
people in the business,” she said. “There are seminars and 
workshops that are open to anyone who wants to go.” 

Con-goer Christopher Gonzalez said when he enters 
an anime convention he feels as if he has stepped into an¬ 
other dimension. 

“Everything is so different,” he said. “People are speak¬ 
ing Japanese or acting like their characters. People don’t even 
go by their real names; they go by whatever their badge says. 

It’s like going to the club. When you’re there you can call 
yourself Glitter, but at home your real name is Patty.” 

Gonzalez said it is not uncommon for people to find 
romance while at a convention. 

“People say that they can find love at a convention,” 
he said. “It’s almost like spring break. You go to a beach 
for a week, fall in love but once the vacation is over it’s like 
it never happened. That’s the same as a con. However, the 
more accurate you look in your costume the more girls you 
get. It’s like a fantasy they [girls] have when these perfect’ 
and ‘flawless’guys come to life. It’s pretty funny to watch.” 

When at a convention, Gonzalez said he considers 
himself to be ‘free.’ 

“At an anime convention, there is no such thing as feel¬ 
ing out of place,” he said. “The more unique and creative 
you are, the more you fit in. It’s a place where everyone who 
has ever felt like an outcast or felt like they can’t be them¬ 
selves can go and be crazy.” 

When an anime convention is over, Gonzalez said it 
takes him a few days to come back to reality. 

“It’s almost like a dream,” he said. “You come back 
home after three days of non-stop friends, anime, video 
games, comics, hot girls and sushi. When it’s all over you 
can’t wait to come back. But then you have a whole year to 
plan for the next one.” 
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Photo by Amanda Caldwell 
70GRAMMING Student Clint Wyatt designs a video game in his Gaming 
Simulation Development course. 



Photo courtesy of mctcampus 


Gaming to the ‘X’-treme 


Photo by Amanda Caldwell 
COLLAGE A wall in the Gaming Simulation and Development classroom is 
decorated with posters and pictures from video games and movies. 



Andrea Masenda 

Staff Writer 

Whether its a PlayStation 3, XBOX 
360 or the increasingly popular Nintendo 
Wii, people are getting their fix of video 
games from sunrise to sunset. Video gam¬ 
ing has become an important part of many 
students’ everyday routines, and it then be¬ 
comes a question of whether or not it is 
positively or negatively affecting their life¬ 
styles. 

A nationwide survey conducted by 
www.psychcentral.com surveyed 1,178 
video game-playing children whose ages 
range from 8 to 12 years old. Their re¬ 
sults stated that 8.5 percent of children 
exhibit six of 11 addiction symptoms that 
are commonly used to diagnose pathologi¬ 
cal behavior. This then creates detrimental 
problems that stay with this child well into 
adulthood. 

Not everyone deals with this problem, 
and many students see it as a way to just 
relax after a hard day at school. 

“Gaming is just something to do, its 
fun.” said Brandyn Humphries, 20, who 
added that he enjoys playing video games, 
but solely as a hobby. 

The second floor of Rogers Student 
Center brings in a lot of frequent video 
gamers every single day. The “Rec” Room 
is fully equipped with two flat screen TVs 
as well as an XBOX 360 and a Playstation 
3. Although, some students don’t own a 
console, having access to games on campus 
provides them with their only way to play. 

“I don’t really have one at home, so I 
only play it in the rec room. I also have a 
job, so it’s just something that I do when¬ 
ever I’m here,” said Bryan Thompson, 22. 

Along with gaming being ex¬ 


tremely time consuming, it also creates 
another type of problem among students. 
Confrontation in the Rec occurs a lot of 
times while in the heat of competition. 
Problems like cheating, sore losers and 
trash talking are main sources of conflict. 

“When it comes down to it, it’s just a 
game, and all the fighting just shows anoth¬ 
er form of immaturity,” said Humphries. 

Not only does gaming test the strength 
of student’s priorities and tempers, it also 
puts them to the test of how much they are 
willing to spend in order to maintain the 
“gamer lifestyle.” 

“I spend about $100-150 on games 
every year,” said Quincy Morrow, 18. “I 
like to buy the brand new games when they 
first come out, so it costs more.” 

Brand new video games typically 
range from $50 to $70, and most game¬ 
playing students said that they buy two 
to three games a year. In 2008, the video 
game industry spent a reported $823 mil¬ 
lion dollars in advertising alone. Accord¬ 
ing to researchers with Nielsen Company, 
the amount spent on advertising is pocket 
change in comparison to the $21.3 bil¬ 
lion dollars in revenue brought in by video 
games that same year. 

“The game industry is a billion dollar 
industry and there is a great deal of po¬ 
tential for more growth as time goes on. I 
don’t see the industry going into a slump 
anytime soon,” said Gaming and Simula¬ 
tion Professor Casey Callender. 

Whether it’s money or time, people 
are investing a significant amount on the 
variety of game consoles, as well as games 
and additional equipment. Video games 
may be a sweet escape or stress reliever for 
some, yet an out of control obsession for 
others. If you or anyone that you know is 
suffering from video game addiction, you 
can contact (866) 869-4530. 



share experiences at conventions 


A-K0N 21 

3-Day Passes are $<*5 until April 
(after that they will be $48) 
Kids Prices (ages 6-12) are $15 
KTds (ages 5 and under) are free 
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TJCs’ national playoffhopes fall short in Regionals 


With season over Lady Apaches find out conditioning is important 


ished the season with 24 wins 
and 9 losses. 

The men, on the other 
hand, came into the tourna¬ 
ment as the No. 7 seed to play 
No. 10 seed Lon Morris. The 
game was a pretty even match¬ 
up; when in the final eight 
minutes TJC let a 1- point 
lead fade away. TJC freshman 
Malcom Moore would come 
up with the block that won the 
game as TJC ended with a two 
point win 62-60. 

“This was an amazing win 
for us,” said Moore. “Though 
we started to let our opponents 
come back, we didn’t give up 
and that helped us come out 
with the victory.” 

The win would move TJC 
to play against the NO. 2 seed 
Navarro. TJC put up a good 
fight, but the Bulldogs were 
too much to handle as they 
knocked TJC off the brackets 
with a 59-69 win. 

“We played hard and 
gave it our best shot. Navarro 
just played a better game,” said 
Coach Mike Marquis, mens 
head coach. 

TJC mens basketball 
team would finish their season 
with 18 wins and 11 losses. 


Apache mens and wom¬ 
ens basketball had a chance to 
play in the NJCAA National 
Tournament but both fell 
short in Regionals. Regionals 
were held at the Patriot Cen¬ 
ter March 4 thru March 8. 

The ladies, who lost the 
championship game to TVCC 
71-88 came into the Region 
XIV Tournament as the un¬ 
derdogs. 

“This is big for us. No¬ 
body expected us to come this 
far,” said point guard Latika 
Smith. 

Ladies had their first 
game of the tournament 
March 5 against Blinn Junior 
College. The ladies dominated 
Blinn as they came up with the 
victory 67-56, improving their 
record to 23 wins and 8 losses. 

The lady Apaches moved 
on to play in the semi-finals 
against Angelina Junior Col¬ 
lege March 7, and ended the 
game with an exciting finish. 
With 12 seconds left in the 


Photos by Brad Thompson 

BASKETBALL Katelyn Bernsen shoots a three pointer against Marcey Robinson from Angelina Junior College. Right: 
Latika Smith goes up for the two points during Regionals at the Patriot Center. 


game, the Roadrunners scored 
to take the lead by one. 

That would not affect the 
Apaches as they gave the ball 
to Latika Smith, who took it 
in for the lay-up that put the 
Apaches up by one to win the 
game 76-75. 

“I wasn’t nervous at all,” 
said Trenia Jones, ladies head 


coach. “I knew that as soon as 
Angelina scored that our best 
shot was to give the ball to 
Latika, and that’s exactly what 
we did.” 

This win would put TJC 
in the championship game, a 
shock for those who didn’t be¬ 
lieve in the ladies coming into 
the season. 


“This win was big for us. 
It didn’t only put us in the 
championship game, but it 
also proved to everybody who 
didn’t believe in us that we can 
do it,” said Smith. 

The ladies would move on 
to play TVCC in the cham¬ 
pionship game on March 8. 
Though they would lose, they 


had many reasons to be proud 
about their season. 

“It’s disappointing to lose 
the championship game,” said 
Jones. But what we had to put 
up with coming into this sea¬ 
son, I’m happy with the way 
we ended and there’s nothing 
to be ashamed about.” 

The Lady Apaches fin¬ 


BASKETBALL 


By Brad Thompson 

Sports Editor 


BASKETBALL 


By Chris Jones 

Staff Writer 

Whether it is during the season or offseason, a basketball 
player has to be in good shape. 

“It is very important to stay in shape during the off season,” 
sophomore guard CeMonay Newell said. “It is hard to get back 
in shape during the season if you have slacked off in your condi¬ 
tioning while the season is over.” 

Trying to stay in shape during the off season can consist of 
running, weight training, shooting jump shots, cardio work and 
related activities. 

“The coaching staff lets the team know and reminds us that 
it doesn’t take any time to get out of shape,” sophomore post 
Jasmine King said. “We know there will be problems for us as 
basketball players if we get ready to start the season and have not 
done any kind of working out during the off season.” 

Running seems to be a primary activity toward keeping in 
shape. 

“During the off season, running around the track doing car¬ 
dio work usually helps me stay in good condition,” Newell said. 
“I still play basketball and shoot around when the season is not 


going on, just to stay in tune with the game of basketball.” 

Generally, a basketball player tries to get stronger and faster 
when they are in the conditioning process. Coach Jones believes 
in her players getting better both mentally and physically to be¬ 
come more successful on the basketball court to make better de¬ 
cisions to help their team win. 

“Mental toughness is the main element of conditioning that 
our players really understand because it is very important and 
the game of basketball has many obstacles,” Jones said. “We as 
coaches believe that each of our players can and will do their best 
toward becoming stronger mentally and physically.” 

In addition, hardships come along with trying to put in ef¬ 
fort to stay in good shape. 

“Laziness is a big issue when the season is over,” King said. 
“Players do not really get much of a break during the season so 
when the season is over, lying around and getting used to relax¬ 
ation can be a problem toward working out regularly.” 

The TJC women’s basketball team uses the weight room 
pretty often during the off season to keep in shape. Weight train¬ 
ing can consist of using different equipment and free weights. 

“Weight training is a big part of the players’ offseason con¬ 
ditioning,” Jones said. “They lift weights three days per week dur- 
ing the offseason to help work toward getting stronger and 
becoming more fit.” 



Photo by Brad Thompson 

BASKETBALL Britney Joseph watches the ball sail to the 
hoop. 


Coaches push players to make goals of staying in shape during offseason 


SOCCER 


By Chris Davila 

Staff Writer 

The TJC men’s and women’s soccer teams have a lot to live 
up to after posting undefeated seasons and capping it with na¬ 
tional championships this past winter. 

After basking in the glory for several weeks, they now real¬ 
ize it’s time to get back to the basics and the fundamentals that 
got them to the top last year. 

Women’s head coach Corey Rose, as well as men’s head 
coach Steve Clements, both feel that the work they put in right 
now during the offseason will dictate how they fare next season. 

Both teams are currently in their spring season where they 
are primarily focusing on conditioning and weight training in 
between playing several games. This is also a time of the year 
when many of the players are evaluated by the coaches to see who 
has the edge on starting next season. 

With all the recent success, neither coach feels much pres¬ 
sure though to maintain their spot at the top. Coach Clements in 
particular doesn’t feel his team has expectations to live up to. 

“From year to year each team is different, but we’ve got 
a great group coming back that knows what it takes to win,” Cle¬ 
ments said. 

Although both teams will be losing key players from their 


championship squads, they will both be returning at least 10 
players as well as several starters. 

Winning the national championship is also helping to spark 
interest from talented high school and foreign recruits on the 
women’s side. 

“Recruitment is going very well right now. There is a lot of 
interest from some pretty talented players,” Rose said. 

Coach Rose went on to say that the team he is putting to¬ 
gether for next season may have more talent than the one that 
won the national championship, but that also doesn’t mean they 
will be handed anything either. 

“Last year we didn’t have the most talented team (in the 
national tournament), but I believe we worked the hardest,” Rose 
said. 

On the men’s side, some of the players feel as though they 
have set the standard and now must continue to build on their 
success. 

“I feel like the only way to top what we did last season is 
to win it all again,” freshman Refael “Junior” Amaya said. “But 
this time we can’t just win games by one or two goals, we have to 
blow everyone out.” 

After both teams received their championship rings on Feb. 
24, they feel that winning another one is the only correct way to 
leave their mark at TJC. The thought of winning another ring 
also helps the players to push themselves harder every day. 

“I really want to win it again next year and knowing that 
every team will come after us next year helps motivate us,” fresh- 



Photo by Brad Thompson 


SOCCER Team mates practice in order to kick it in high gear, 

man Claudia Saucedo said. 

Neither the men nor the women want to know what it feels 
like to lose a single game during their career at TJC. 

“We didn’t lose a game last year, and we don’t want to know 
what that feeling is like,” freshman Kyle Nichollas said. “It would 
be really cool to be able to say I didn’t lose a game while I was 
here.” 

Next fall cannot, come soon enough for the players because 
they cannot wait to begin defending their titles. 



sports 

Upcoming TJC athletics 


Baseball: March 27, 1 p.m. vs. Dallas Christian; March 31, 1 p.m. vs. Brookhaven 
College; April 2, 1 p.m. vs. Cedar Valley 

Men’s Tennis: March 30, 10 a.m. vs. Temple College 

Women’s Tennis: March 30, 10 a.m. vs. Temple College ; March 31, 2:30 p.m. vs. 
Lee College 

Men’s Golf: March 29-30; University of Texas at Dallas Tournament @ Sherrill 
Park - Richardson, TX. 

Women’s Golf: April 12-13; Le Tourneau University Tournament @ Pinecrest - 
Longview, TX. 
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Belle Gold Alumni help encourage current Belles 


By Cheyenne Robinson 

Staff Writer 

The Apache Belle Gold Alumni constantly give of them¬ 
selves so current Apache Belles can have the same memorable 
experience. 

The Apache Belle Gold is an association of former Belles 
who support the current Apache Belles in several ways. They 
have started a Belle newsletter, a parent steak dinner, high 
school brunch during the Spring Show, recruitment for the 
team, fundraisers and volunteer work for the Belles. 

“(I want) other girls to enjoy and have the great experi¬ 
ence like I did, and it’s a fun thing for girls to do and for them 
to come in as a family,” said Apache Gold Alumni Lori Har¬ 
ris, 49, of Dallas. 

The association is full of members who give of themselves 
to the Apaphe Belle organization so they know their legacy 
will continue. 

“I thought it was a great honor, and I was very proud 
to be an Apache Belle,” said Apache Belle Alumna of 1951 
Peggy Holland Baker, 76, of Fairfield. 

“We got good rave reviews everywhere we went. We 
went to the Sugar Bowl in New Orleans, and we went to the 
grand opening of Rice Stadium in Houston. We were very 
well treated everywhere we went, lots of dinners, places to go 
and nice places to stay. It was just a fabulous experience,” said 
Baker. 

There are currently 1,478 Apache Belle alumni mem¬ 
bers and 299 Apache Gold members. An Apache Belle Gold 
member must first be a Belle alumna, and also pay yearly or a 
lifetime fee to become an official member. 

“The Apache Belle Gold is the largest alumni group on 
campus and the most organized in terms of what all we do 
for the Belles and the college,” said Administrative Director 
and Apache Belle Gold President Alumni of ’96-‘98, Jasilyn 
Schaefer. 

“We absolutely have the most dedicated alumni of any 
group from TJC in terms of financial gifts, involvement and 
volunteering,” said Schaefer. 

The officers of Apache Gold meet twice a year; however, 
the association is actively involved in each Apache BellesTife. 
For example, there is an “Adopt a Belle” program where each 
alumna is assigned a Belle to make goody bags for and to be 
there during her time as a member. 

“Knowing the positive experiences that I had as a Belle 



Courtesy Photo 


Golden Belle Peggy Holland Baker, Apache Bell Alumna of 
1951, strikes a signature Belle pose. 


makes me want to contribute so that others will have just 
as great an experience as I did,” said Apache Gold Lifetime 
member Alumni of ’01-03, Hannah Elmore, 27, of Flower 
Mound. 

“I remember when I was on the team, the Gold organiza- 


“I want the present Apache Belles to come away from 
Belles knowing that they were a part of something 
special. I hope that they are able to have the bonds 
ol friendship that I had and still have through the 
Apache Belles” 

-Hannah Elmore 


tion was not quite as visible as they are now, and it was just 
starting to really begin to grow. I have definitely seen the 
alumni organization grow and I think the Belles now see that 
and appreciate our support,” said Elmore. 

Being a Belle has left a mark on these ladies, and has 
prompted them to give back so todays Belles can have the 
same positive experience. 

“I want the present Apache Belles to come away from 
Belles knowing that they were a part of something special. I 
hope that they are able to have the bonds of friendship that I 
had and still have through the Apache Belles,” said Elmore. 

The alumni wants each girl to know what it means to be 
a Belle. 

“You represent the Junior College, and you do the very 
best you can when you are representing them and be proud of 
where you are and where you came from,” said Baker. 

The sisterhood that the members of the team make is 
made stronger with the support of the Apache Belle Gold. 

“The lifelong friendships you make, and the fact that you 
are a part of something bigger than yourself, you are a part 
of a long standing legacy not just for the organization of the 
Apache Belles, but also for Tyler Junior College, as well as the 
city of Tyler and the state of Texas,” said Schaefer. 

“I was able to travel and perform and make memories at 
places and do things that I would have never gotten to do had 
I gone straight to a four-year university. The unique experi¬ 
ences - I got to perform at a NFL game. I was able to do these 
things through the Tyler Junior College Apache Belles,” said 
Schaefer. 

The memories the Apache Belle Gold members had as 
Belles makes them want to give back to the organization 
through all their volunteering and dedication. 

For former Apache Belles who want to become Apache 
Gold members contact Apache Gold President Jasilyn Salz- 
man Schaefer at apachebellegold@yahoo.com. 


Campus planetarium 
provides out of this 
world entertainment 

By Jamie Regian 

Advertising Director 

Boasting an out-of-this-world experience, TJC’s own dome- 
style planetarium is one of the oldest planetariums in East Texas. 
Hudnall Planetarium has been in continuous operation since its 
opening in 1963. 

“That’s the same year that Martin Luther King Jr. did his ‘I 
have a dream’ speech, the same year that Kennedy was shot, and 
the same year that the U.S. Postal Service started using zip codes 
on their mail,” said Tom Hooten, director of Hudnall Planetarium 
and professor of physics and engineering at TJC. “It was before 
people walked on the moon, and in the very early stages of the 
space race.” 

There have been three directors in the history of the plan¬ 
etarium and Hooten makes the fourth and newest edition. His 
responsibilities include supervising the planetarium in general, 
maintaining the equipment and conversing with the media. 

“I’nl literally the person that creates the shows,” said Hooten. 

Events at Hudnall Planetarium range from hosting one show 
a month having something to do with astronomy; Public Astrono¬ 
my Lecture Series (PALS), featuring different guest speakers; and 
the Astronomical Society of East Texas’ “star parties.” 

The planetarium also caters not only to TJC students and fac¬ 
ulty, but various school groups and business groups. 

“In the course of 1963,1 would guess that about a million 
kids have been through the planetarium,” said Hooten. 

Over the years, the planetarium’s technology has evolved. 
Installations include slide projectors, a control system and video 
projectors. 

“The next step is go to fully digital,” said Hooten. “There’s 
already been talk of upgrades.” 

Hudnall Planetarium Scheduling Coordinator Misty Barron 
handles the calendar, schedules groups and plans shows. Private 
shows are done Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to noon and 
all TJC students get free admission to planetarium shows. 

“February has probably been our busiest month,” said Barron. 
“We set up skies that look like the nigkt sky and point out constel¬ 
lations and you can take it outside at night and apply what you 
learned that day,” said Barron. 

Another physics instructor, Karen Williams, often takes her 
astronomy classes to the planetarium for lab activities. 

“It’s such a great asset for the college,” said Williams. 

Astronomy is an alternative that satisfies the core science 
credit for TJC students. In Williams’ classes, conflicting views of¬ 
ten lead to interesting class discussions. An Internet component is 
also used for homework. Although a lot of reading is required, the 
course focuses on not being too science-and math-oriented. 

“Sometimes it’s just really hard to wrap your head around,” 
said Williams. “But if you have that interest in science, give it a 
shot, because you just never know where it’s going to lead.” 

The class is for non-science major students.There are two sec¬ 
tions of the class; the solar system portion, which deals with every¬ 
thing inside our solar system, and the stars and galaxies portion, 
which deals with everything beyond. 


Band continues search for space 

Overcrowding in the band hall still poses problem 


By Logan Thompson 

Staff Writer 

The TJC band facilities are one of the most pressing 
needs on the TJC campus, and the solution continues to be 
a work in progress. 

Band Director Tom Mensch, gave the Pow Wow the 
“Apache Band Program Purpose,” a five-page statement 
written to highlight both the band organization’s success as 
well as their major problems with underfunding and clutter. 

The memo itself, details concern’s of Mensch and the 
band students, including that each student is given, for his 
own practicing and learning experience, 13 square feet per 
student, which is much less than .what a student with an¬ 
other major has available to themselves in there respective 
buildings. 

“There are not practice rooms because those rooms must 
be given to the teachers as offices, and therefore if there is a 
class in the band hall, students must practice outside or in 
their cars,” said Mensch. 

Fifty members of the band are also music majors, which 
is half of the number of music majors at TJC. These ma¬ 
jors are still required to get the two hours of lesson practice 
each week. Mensch said that practicing outside for a grade 
is pretty much the equivalent to a chemistry major doing his 
lab work outside. 

“When I came here getting a new band hall was some¬ 
thing that was being talked about and Mr,Mensch even told 
us that there were blueprints, but that was three years ago” 
said Kirby Johnson, a student assistant. 

Many students said that Mensch has commonly told 
them about a new band hall. 

Although the current outlook is to have the new hall 
ready “in three years, on the occasion of the 85th anniversary 
of TJC.” Mensch also commented that they were hearing 
about a new one three years ago. The band hall was built for 
a 60-person band, and was effective when Mensch first c-ame 
to TJC, but now it’s a 220-person band. 

“If we don’t at least get a new building it would be 
helpful to get a temporary solution;..I’ve simply been ask¬ 
ing for a temporary solution for a long term problem,” said 
Mensch. . 

He is referring to storage sheds offered up by TISD 
that are portable and could also be used as add-ons to an 
eventual band hall. No progress with a temporary solution 
has been made at this point. 

Many of the band members often seek to practice in 
thp rooms given to the music department hall in the Wise 
building, but they are often too loud since the rooms are not 
insulated, and are asked to leave by the surrounding classes. 
Students Zach Tunnell and Daniel Heron, who have both 
tried to play there, said that there is someone playing outside 
^every time you walk into the band hall, and the Wise rooms 
aren’t really a better option because they play louder than 
piano players and guitar players. 

Sheryl Rodgers, the executive director of institution ef¬ 
fectiveness, planning, and research, was the managing direc- 



Photo by Logan Thompson 


Roomie The 220-person Apache Band crowds into their 
band hall originally built to hold 60. 


tor for the fine arts department when talks were beginning 
for a new band hall in 2005, and was very involved with 
talking to the architects. 

“The current idea is to combine the band funding and 
Apache belle funding, as they are currently operating in the 
same facility anyways, and combining the new building into 
better facilities for both of them” said Rodgers. 

Althpugh she stressed that the band hall is still a press¬ 
ing need, she says the primary need is in the nursing depart¬ 
ment, notin building but in updating antiquated equipment, 
but never the less we should address the band hall situation. 
If they had the donors they would possibly be moved up to 
first priority. 

“When I left in ‘05 it appeared that funding was avail¬ 
able, but it never went through. At that point it had gotten 
as far as blueprints,” said Rogers. “I think there were other 
needs at that time, but of course the administration knows 
that there is a great need in the band hall. The problem is 
they need donors.” 

* Mensch though maintained that he is not allowed to 
talk to donors, so that is really up to the administration, and 
although the administration is obviously trying to end the 
problem, its still a growing one. 
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PLANETARIUM Owned and operating since 1963, the Hudnall Planetarium has been 
used for shows and events for the students of TJC. 


WORLD 

- continued from page 9 -- 

“Astronomy is not just a bunch of bearded 
men sitting around in a room making up ideas,” 
said Hooten. “Astronomy is a science. Its been 
around for a very long time, but its strongly 
based in scientific principles and scientific pro¬ 
cesses.” 

Curiosity and amateur interest have always 
driven people to wonder about the mystery of 
astronomy. 

“Realizing that the atoms in my body are 
made up of the same type of atoms that this 
planet is made of, and that the atoms in this 
planet are made of the same type of elements 
that exist in stars is probably the most awe¬ 
inspiring thing about astronomy,” said Hooten. 
“We are the universe. We are how the universe 
knows itself.” 

The class is taught so that the student will 


leave having been exposed to new ideas and 
holding a better appreciation of the vastness of 
the universe. 

“This is pretty much what I wanted to do 
from the beginning,” said Hooten. “And so here 
I am, at TJC, living the dream.” 

The next public planetarium show “Star 
Gazer” follows the astronomer Dr. Jim Kaler 
through his professional career and will be at 2 
p.m on Mar. 27-28 in Hudnall Planetarium. 

The next PALS lecture “Looking Back: 
Astronomy as a Time Capsule” will host Justin 
Parrish as the speaker at 7 p.m. on Mar. 27 in 
Apache Room #4. 

The planetarium is located on the Tyler Ju¬ 
nior College main campus near the intersection 
of Mahon Avenue and Lake Street. For more 
information call (903) 510-2312. 
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ACROSS 

1 “Two and a _ Men” 

5 Actress Drescher 
9 “Wheel of Fortune” host 

12 Zone 

13 Acting part 

14 Go quickly 

15 State in which “Picket Fences” 
was set: abbr. 

16 Roof’s edge 

17 _Lupino 

18 Patricia Heaton series 
21 Mel Gibson movie 

24 “Bill_, the Science Guy” 

25 “_Age”; hit animated film 

26 “How the West _ Won” 

28 the Press” 

32 Series for Shemar Moore 

36 At the_; in charge of steering 

37 Ms. West 

38 Short swim 

39 “Please Don’t_the Daisies” 

42 Church services 

44 Housewives” 

47 Farrow or Kirshner 

48 Copycat 

Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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49 Weathercock 

53 Mr. Skelton 

54 “_Window”; James Stewart film 

55 One of the Great Lakes 

56 Six-pointers, for short 

57 Turner and Knight 

58 Actress Patricia 

DOWN 

1 “Hee_” 

2 Onassis, to friends 

3 Brown with a band 

4 “The _ of Life” 

5 Actor Morgan_ 

6 Wander 

7 & the Chipmunks” 

8 Poor 

9 “Dr._” 

10 Assistant 

11 _Leoni 

19 “_Met Your Mother” 

20 Actress Moore 

21 Impressionist_ : Little 

22 Farmland unit 

23 Diamond or Sedaka 
27 Actor Waterston 

29 Finalizes 

30 Falco of “The Sopranos” 

31 Recipe amts. 

33 French wives’ titles: abbr. 

34 Hedy and others 

35 Veal or venison 

40 Separated 

41 Cone-shaped dwelling 

43 “The Magnificent_”;Yul 

Brynner/Eli Wallach movie 

44 Passed away 

45 Actor George 

46 Peruse 

47 Actor on “The A-Team” 

50 “_You Smarter Than a 5th 

Grader?” 

51 Actress_Long 

52 Snakelike fish 
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Complete the grid 
so each row, 
column and 
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(in bold borders) 
contains every 
digit, 1 to 9. 
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how to solve 
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At BteLife Plasma Services, we excel at caring. Caring for the quality of our 
lifesaving services, caring for the donors who help mate it happen, and 
caring for the communities we call home. 

In your community, BioLife supports local schools, charitable organizations,, 
sports teams, and more, through fundraisers, grants, and volunteerism. . 

. Impmvmg Ife for everyone, 

1827 WEST SENTRY PARKWAY 
TYLER, IK 75702 

903.592.1144 

Learn more at bioiifepiasma.com. 







Show Your 
I School Spirit 

WITH THE LATEST 
TJC SPORTSWEAR 

COLLEGE BOOKS 

Our friendly, knowledgeable staff will make 
your shopping fast, easy and hassle free. 

Value • Convenience • Selection 
WE HAVE IT ALL! 

COLLEGE BOOKS 

1232 E Fifth St. (Across from TJC) 

903 * 593*4112 
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SMOKING 

- continued from page 1- 


AGAINST 


FOR 


that it is fair to take away their right to breathe clean 
air. 

“It does need to be restricted to some place 
where people walking on the sidewalks aren’t ex¬ 
posed to it as they walk by. We have people who 
are pregnant on campus, there (also) are people who 
have allergies,” said Jessica Poeschl,TJC student. 

The health hazard is not the only issue. Some 
areas on campus where students smoke are covered 
with cigarette butts. 

“I personally agree with the fact that we are 
getting a little bit messy out here. We do throw our 
cigarette butts everywhere and it is a little nasty,” 
said Josh Brown, a TJC sophomore who smokes. 

Some smokers on campus feel that smoking is 
their right and no one should be able to take that 
away. Smokers know the damaging effects smoking 
has on their bodies, and they have made a decision 
that this is alright for them. But they have also de¬ 
cided to harm others that have to walk by them just 
to get to or from classes. 

“I know that I’m harming myself by smoking... 
we’re all gonna die anyway, but at least we know how 
we’re going to,” said Brown. 

While most smokers feel that they have the 
right to smoke, non-smokers and even some smok¬ 
ers feel that everyone should have the right to breathe clean air. 

“Out of respect for our fellow students who don’t want to encounter secondhand 
smoke, I think it would be a good idea to have designated areas,” said Faith Byrd, TJC 
student. 

Byrd is a smoker, but also a health profession major. Since she knows the dangers 
of secondhand smoke, she feels everyone should have a right to be protected from it. 

Other non-smokers are just tired of being inconvenienced by someone else’s hab¬ 
it. 

“It’s been very unpleasant walking between classes, and my sister is mildly asth¬ 
matic. It also has been difficult for her,” said Owen Crawford, TJC student. 

TJC is supposed to already be in compliance with the city ordinance that man¬ 
dates smokers smoke a certain number of feet from buildings. But the ordinance isn’t 
enforced because Campus Safety doesn’t have the jurisdiction to enforce city laws on 
campus. If any smoking restrictions passed they would be placed in the TJC handbook 
and be enforceable by Campus Safety. 

“With placing our own restrictions on campus it makes it something we can en¬ 
force,” said Matt Oates, student senate vice-president. “Even as a smoker, I’m not one 
of those people who likes to walk through when there’s a big group of people (smok¬ 
ing), I always try to stand downwind. Sometimes 50 feet just isn’t enough.” 

Students who have a problem with smoking on campus said that they are not 
asking smokers to change their lives or kick the habit. They simply want the smokers 
to respect their health, especially since the effects of smoking are well known. If the 
campus does adopt smoking restrictions, students expect these rules to be followed. 

“I don’t think people who are for the change, are telling you to necessarily change 
the way you live your life, but there’s rules everywhere” said Jawoine Hawkins, student. 
“We all know exactly what smoking can do to the body, such as cancer and other dis¬ 
eases.” 


“I really don’t want people to decide between go¬ 
ing to TJC or another college JUST because we prohibit 
smoking on campus or in certain areas on campus,” said 
Goodwin. 

If approved in Student Senate, the legislation will 
then be sent on to Faculty Senate for debate. If passed, it 
is uncertain the date in which the potential modifications 
will be implemented. If approved, some smokers say they 
will support reversing the decision. 

“I would start a petition to have it overturned,” said 
Sophomore Ricky Stanley. “There’s way too much of a so¬ 
cial stigma on smoking.” 

Just as non-smokers value their personal rights, so do 
the individuals who choose to smoke. 

“Perfume bothers me. I’m allergic to all fragrances. 
That’s an invasion of my territory but I put up with it 
because that’s their individual right,” said History Major 
Brooke Capps. “That would be taking away somebody’s 
basic right.” 

Health and environmental concerns have also been 
part of the issue. 

“Well, I mean, hey, let’s cut out cars, too. They make 
more pollution than smoking does,” said Capps. 

At the Student Senate meeting, Robert’s Rules of 
Order was followed and speakers had to approach the po¬ 
dium in order to “have the floor.’’Twelve people presented 
their opinion in front of their fellow classmates. Six stood 
supporting the smoking restrictions and six stood opposed. One spokesman, Sophomore James 
Johnson, represented numerous smokers who were at the debate. 

“It would be the same as saying to somebody who eats a lot of McDonalds, ‘hey you’re over¬ 
weight, you need to go run on a treadmill.’ But you don’t do that, it’s a person’s choice. Just like 
smoking is our choice.” 

Johnson agreed with the possibility of designated smoking areas such as a gazebo, but was not 
in favor of a smoke-free campus. 

“I’m all about freedom- freedom of expression, freedom to choose whatever you want to 
choose. This is America. So, let’s live like it is,” said Johnson. 

Clint McGuiness also addressed the floor against the proposed smoking ban. He asked the 
people present to consider both sides and opinions instead of just their own. 

“Narrow-mindedness is not a virtue,” said McGuiness. “The idea of us having to go across 
the street to Weinerland, is absurdity and downright insanity... I really cannot even begin to 
fathom that idea in my mind.” 

Pro-rights smokers also wonder about further restraints. 

“It has been both my personal belief and experience that if you secede a certain amount of 
rights to somebody who is of opposing beliefs to you, that they will increase their demands for 
that, for their rights, to encroach upon your own,” said Patrick “Johnny” Gilliam. “It would be 
one of my fears as a smoker that if we were given this designated area, how much longer would 
it be before this campus as a whole was non-smoking?” 

After each person had spoken, Texas Junior College Student Government Association State 
President (TJCSGA) Zarrick Cannon reminded everyone that Student Senate was unbiased 
about the outcome of the vote. 

“It seems to be very polarized on both sides,” said Student Senate Vice-President Matt 
Oates. “But it’s our job to be neutral.” 

The next discussion will be at 4 p.m. March 30 in the White Administration Building. 


Photo by Jamie Regian 

SMOKING A student is seen smoking on campus. Student Senate 
is debating whether smoking should be allowed on school grounds. 


DRUG BUST 

- continued from page 1 


two counts of delivery of marijuana Va oz<5 lbs. These are both state jail felonies. He was 
released on bonds totaling $130,000. 

Andrew Haffert was charged with one count of delivery of marijuana Va oz <5 lbs in 
a drug free zone. This is a third-degree felony. He was released on a $75,000 bond. 

Austin Wyche was charged with one count of delivery of marijuana Va oz<5 lbs. in 
a drug free zone which is a third-degree felony and one count criminal conspiracy to 
deliver marijuana in a drug-free zone which is a state jail penalty. He was released on 
bonds totaling $60,000. 

Christopher “Trap” McGee was charged with two counts of delivery of marijuana Va 
oz<5 lbs in a drug-free zone, which is a 3 rd degree felony, one count of delivery of mari¬ 
juana <1/4 oz in a drug-free zone, which is a state jail felony, theft of property $50<$500, 
which is a class B misdemeanor, one count of delivery of a controlled substance PG3<28 
grams in a drug free zone, which is a 3 rd degree felony, two counts of criminal conspiracy 
to deliver a controlled substance in a drug-free zone, which is a third-degree felony and 
one count of unlawful delivery of a simulated substance in a drug-free zone, which is a 
state jail felony. He was released on bonds totaling $215,060. On March 22,2010, he was 
also charged with driving without a valid Texas driver’s license. He was issued a $242 
fine and a $484 bond. 

Otis Johnson Jr. was charged with one count of criminal conspiracy to deliver a 
controlled substance in a drug-free zone which is a third-degree felony. He was released 
on a $30,000 bond. 

Brittani Bell was charged with one count of criminal conspiracy to deliver a con¬ 
trolled substance in a drug-free zone, which is a third-degree felony. She was released 
on a $30,000 bond. 

David Scott was charged with one count of delivery of marijuana Va oz<5 lbs., which 
is a state jail felony. 

Investigators are still investigating and believe that more arrests will be made in 
connection with these drugs. 

According to Peters, TJC is happy with the arrests., 

“We have a zero-tolerance policy. Some of these acts were very blatant and during 
the daytime,” said Peters. “We needed to make a strong statement and this is not some¬ 
thing we will tolerate.” 

“People have to understand the consequences of their actions,” said Student Sen¬ 
ate President Austin Witherspoon. “Hopefully, they will wake up and learn from their 
mistakes.” 


MUG SHOTS From left to right: Christopher 


Smith County Jail Photos 

O' Brien McGee and Austin Lee Wyche. 


Tr^tsh-Off 


April 10,2010 


Please join us at the 5th Annual 

“Rose Rudman Park and Creek Cleanup” 

Saturday, April 10 
9 a.m. to Noon 


Gather at the Pavilion on Donnybrook Ave. south of 

Shiloh Road 

Prizes will be given to all volunteers! 

Earn community service credit! 


CLEANUP 


7DZJ can makg a differencel 











































